
Plans for Lux Fest, a celebration of the arrival of Luxembourg settlers in Sioux County, 

Iowa in 1870, continue to develop.  Lux Fest will be held June 6-7, 2020, in Alton, IA.  In 

addition to the visit of the Luxembourg ambassador to the United States, His Excellency Gaston 

Schronck, and a parade, a variety of other activities are on the schedule. 

The gym at Spalding Catholic School, 908 6th Avenue, Alton, will hold genealogical and 

family history displays.  Featured will be genealogies of the original Luxembourg families who 

settled outside of Alton in May, 1870.  Robert Arens, a member of the Luxembourg Heritage 

Society, will display genealogy books for the following families:  Arens, Biever, Bindner, 

Frantzen, Ginsbach, Gehlen, Hansen, Hess, Kass, Konz, Ludowissi, Nemmers, Ney, Perlot, 

Remacle, Theis, and Wagner.  The genealogist will also display maps of Sioux and Plymouth 

Counties from 1884, noting the names of farmers and their property. 

Families with genealogies and/or histories related to Luxembourg or the original 

Luxembourg settlers are encouraged to display these materials in the gym during the festival. 

In addition, families with Luxembourg roots are invited to march in the parade at 10:30 a.m. on 

Saturday, June 6.  Additional information and entry forms can be found on the Luxembourg 

Heritage Society’s website, nwialux.org, under the Lux Fest tab. 

On Saturday, the Alton Public Library, 605 10th Street, Alton, will be the site of 

presentations in its meeting room.  Among the topics will be area Luxembourg farmsteads and 

tours of Luxembourg.  The library will display the Luxembourg Heritage Society’s collection of 

Luxembourg-related books, and the Alton City Museum, located in the basement of the library 

building, will exhibit a detailed reconstruction of the town of Alton in the 1930’s, built by the late 

Edward Keizer.  Maps for a walking tour of Alton will also be available at the museum. 

His Excellency Gaston Schronck, Luxembourg ambassador to the United States, will 

greet those with dual Luxembourg-U.S. citizenship and other invited guests at a private 



reception in the Alton Community Building, 1101 Third Avenue, Alton, from 1:30-2:30.  A public 

reception with Ambassador Stronck will run from 2:45-3:30 in the Community Building. 

On Sunday, June 7,  St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Alton will host an Oktoberfest music 

concert at 9:30 a.m., followed by parish Mass at 10:00 a.m.  The choir will consist of singers 

from area Catholic churches.  A breakfast hosted by the Catholic Order of Foresters will follow in 

the Spalding elementary school cafeteria. 

At 1:30, Father Dan Greving, pastor of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Alton, will dedicate a 

new sign at the site of the original St. Donatus Catholic church, built by Luxembourg settlers in 

1881.  The site is located at the corner of Kingbird Avenue and 480th Street, rural Alton. 

On Sunday afternoon, festival-goers are invited to take self-guided tours of the 

surrounding towns’ Catholic churches and Catholic cemeteries that boast Luxembourg 

connections, including Marcus, Remsen, Le Mars, Granville, and Hospers.  Museums in each 

town will have information to pass out, and residents of the towns will be available at the 

churches and cemeteries to answer questions. Maps for the tours will be available in the 

Spalding school gym on Saturday.  

A complete schedule of Lux Fest activities and times can be found at the Luxembourg 

Heritage Society’s website, nwialux.org, under the Lux Fest tab. 

 

 


